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Johnnie Alexander Donley is a published essayist and poet with a 
variety of writing and editing experiences. Tyndale Digital First is 
publishing her debut novel, Where Treasure Hides, which won the ACFW 
Genesis Award in Historical Fiction (2011). 

She is a My Book Therapy Frasier Bronze Medalist for a contemporary 
romance (2012), won Best Novel at the Florida Christian Writers 
Conference (2010), and both Writer of the Year and Best Novel at the 
FCWC (2009). 

She previously worked fifteen years for two different Members of the 
Florida House of Representatives and earned a Master of Liberal Studies 
degree from Rollins College (Orlando). 

Repercussions from the war lead to the death of Marie’s German husband and the disappearance of their only 
child. With her heart broken and believing God has forsaken her, Marie changes her name and descends into a life 
of illicit wantonness. Decades later she risks her life to meet her granddaughter. After revealing her true identity 
and the truth about her wartime love, a menace from Marie’s past reappears. 

Will Marie have to disappear again to protect her family? Or will she finally learn to trust in God’s purposes and 
face her nemesis?

If through a broken heart, God can bring His purposes to 
pass in the world, then thank Him for breaking your heart. 

Oswald Chambers

When Sparrow Falls is a completed manuscript of approximately 90,500 words. 
Though primarily historical fiction, it is framed by contemporary events.

Marie Wyatt runs away from her southern Ohio farm to find fame 
and fortune, but soon finds herself in wartime London as a courier, 
code-named Sparrow, for the mysterious Double Cross Committee. 
Her loyalties are questioned when she falls in love with a German 
double agent, Frost, and helps him escape from an American POW 
camp.


